Psychological assessment and treatment of sexual dysfunctions following spinal cord injury.
Sexual dysfunction following SCI has received increased attention in recent years. Despite this attention, many physicians and allied health care workers respond to patients' sexual concerns with dismissal or reassurance. Moreover, physiological and medical aspects of sexual dysfunction tend to be emphasized at the exclusion of the emotional aspects of sexuality. A multidimensional, integrative approach to the assessment and treatment of sexual dysfunctions across the entire sexual response cycle following SCI is emphasized. The rationale and procedure of brief sexual counseling is discussed.